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wielded an immense influence. Few in that age, placed in such
a position, would have borne the moral degradation ot such
a court as that of Sixtus IV without being contaminated, but
it is acknowledged that Catheiine did so, and that personal
and family pride kept her from being corrupted.

Amidst these surroundings Catherine lived for seven years,
the first four of them the most prospeious and brilliant of her
life. During these seven years she saw an immense change
wrought in Rome, which when she arrived was mean and
half ruined in appearance, but which was transformed by
Sixtus IV into a fine city. He organised a department for
public works, pulled down houses and widened the streets,
and built the Sixtine chapel, various important churches, and
many other of the buildings which still exist in Rome Fn
connection with these operations Catheiine saw summoned
to Rome every notable artist of the time, including Botticelli,
Ghirlandajo, Perugino, Mantegna, Pinturicchio, Filippino
Lippi, Melozzo da Forli, Cosimo Roselli, and Luca Signorelli.
At the same time Sixtus IV founded the Vatican Library, of
which a memorial exists in the picture10 by Melozzo da Forli
of the Pope surrounded by his nephews giving to the librarian
Platina the foundation statutes of the library. Catherine took
part in these activities, while we are told that she did a great
deal of reading, and delighted in the society of the numerous
cultured and learned men then gathered in Rome.

The year after Catherine's marriage there took place
(1478) the celebrated Pazzi conspiracy, headed by Sixtus IV
and her husband, Girolamo.11 After the failure of that con-
spiracy Girolamo sent an emissary to Florence to poison
Lorenzo the Magnificent; but this attempt also failed. Again
Girolamo planned with certain Florentines to assassinate
Lorenzo, and the day was appointed; but again the plot was
discovered, and all the conspirators were executed.1- His-
torians are unanimous that Catherine had no part in any of
these plots, nor was told of them.

In 1478 the first of Catherine's children was born, a daugh-